
2027 POINT TO LA POINTE OPEN WATER SWIM 
WETSUIT EXEMPTION APPLICATION 

 
A limited exemption may be granted to experienced cold-water swimmers who demonstrate recent and sufficient 
experience swimming comparable distances and durations in cold water without a wetsuit. 
 
Submitting this application does not guarantee approval. The Race Director and Safety Director will review each 
application and may deny an exemption if the swimmer has not demonstrated sufficient preparation. 

SWIMMER INFORMATION 
Swimmer Name: _______________________________________________ Swimmer Confirmation No. ________________ 
 
Email: ________________________________________________________ 

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS 
To be considered for a wetsuit exemption, an applicant must demonstrate recent cold-water acclimatization and 
experience swimming extended distances without a wetsuit. 
Applicants should meet the following minimum standards: 

 I have completed at least three cold-water swims without a wetsuit in water temperatures of 60°F or 
below within the previous 24 months. 

 At least one of those swims was 2 miles or longer OR involved at least 60 continuous minutes in the 
water without a wetsuit. 

 I have experience swimming in open water without a wetsuit under conditions reasonably comparable to 
those that may be encountered during Point to La Pointe. 

 I understand that meeting these minimum qualifications does not guarantee approval of my application. 
 

RECENT COLD-WATER EXPERIENCE 
Please provide your three most relevant non-wetsuit cold-water swims completed within the previous 24 
months. 
Swim #1 Event/Location: _______________________________________________ Date: ___________________ 
Distance: ___________________ Approximate Water Temperature: ___________________ 
Time in Water: ___________________ 
 Organized Event   Supervised Training   Independent Training: 
 
Verification, results link, coach/event director or other supporting information: 

 
Swim #2 Event/Location: _______________________________________________ Date: ___________________ 
Distance: ___________________ Approximate Water Temperature: ___________________ 
Time in Water: ___________________ 
 Organized Event   Supervised Training   Independent Training: 

 
Verification, results link, coach/event director or other supporting information: 

 
Swim #3 Event/Location: _______________________________________________ Date: ___________________ 
Distance: ___________________ Approximate Water Temperature: ___________________ 
Time in Water: ___________________ 
 Organized Event   Supervised Training   Independent Training: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Verification, results link, coach/event director or other supporting information: 

 
 
 

COLD-WATER SAFETY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Please initial each statement. 
_____ I understand that swimming without a wetsuit in cold water substantially increases my exposure to cold-  
             water stress and hypothermia. 



_____ I understand that Lake Superior water temperatures and weather conditions can change rapidly and that  
            conditions on race day may be significantly colder or more difficult than conditions I have experienced during  
            training. 
_____ I understand that cold exposure can impair coordination, swimming ability, decision-making, judgment and  
            my ability to accurately assess my own physical condition. 
_____ I understand that symptoms of hypothermia or cold incapacitation may develop during the swim even if I  
            initially feel comfortable. 
_____ I understand that my previous experience in cold water does not guarantee that I will be able to safely  
            complete Point to La Pointe without a wetsuit. 
_____ I understand that the Point to La Pointe course is approximately 2.1 miles across open Lake Superior and that  
             conditions may include cold water, waves, wind, currents and rapidly changing weather. 
_____ I understand that an approved wetsuit exemption does not guarantee that I will be allowed to swim without a  
            wetsuit on race day. 
 

RACE-DAY AUTHORITY 
I understand that event safety takes precedence over my preference to swim without a wetsuit. 
 
The Race Director and Safety Director may revoke my exemption and require me to wear a wetsuit because of 
water temperature, weather, lake conditions, medical or safety concerns, or other circumstances affecting 
participant safety. 
 
Race officials, Safety Paddlers, safety boat personnel, Coast Guard personnel, medical personnel, and other 
authorized safety personnel may direct me to stop swimming or leave the water. I agree to comply immediately, 
even if I believe I can continue. 
 
I understand that refusing to follow the direction of authorized safety personnel may result in disqualification and 
affect my eligibility for future Point to La Pointe events. Swimmer Initials: __________ 

APPLICANT CERTIFICATION 
I certify that the information in this application is accurate and complete. I understand that: 

• This application requests an exception to a safety requirement and does not guarantee approval. 
• Point to La Pointe may request additional information or verification. 
• Inaccurate or misleading information may result in denial or revocation of my exemption. 

 
Applicant Signature: __________________________________________ Date: ___________________ 
Printed Name: _______________________________________________ 
 
FOR RACE OFFICIAL USE ONLY - Application Status 

APPROVED   DENIED  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REQUIRED 
Reviewed By: _________________________________________________ Date: ___________________ 
Comments/Conditions: 

 
 

IMPORTANT: Approval of this application remains subject to race-day conditions and may be revoked by the Race 
Director and/or Safety Director when necessary for participant or event safety. 

 
Application Deadline: ___________________ 
Please return completed application and supporting documentation to: 
Recreation and Fitness Resources 
c/o Point to La Pointe 
PO Box 1146 
Bayfield, WI 54814 
Email: p2lp@bayfieldrec.org 
 

mailto:p2lp@bayfieldrec.org
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